AFHO Treasurers Report 1999/00

In a year that has been full of organisational change, I would like to thank the Sally Watson (Executive Officer) and Macushla Hares (Administration Coordinator) for the huge amount of time and effort that they have put into the financial management of the organisation, their hard work has certainly made my position as Treasurer much easier than it could otherwise have been.

Core AFHO Funds

AFHO Received a total of $301,101 from the National Secretariat Program (NSP) (formally the Community Sector Support Scheme) during the 1999/00 financial year.  AFHO also received $3,000 for its involvement in the Department of Family and Community Services funded project ‘Improving Outcomes for Homeless People with Mental Illness’.  AFHO will continue its involvement with the project in the 00/01 financial year.

AFHO has finished the financial year with an operating deficit of $1,242.  The main area’s of expenditure have been on salaries, national board meetings and office operation expenses.

AFHO Funding of NYCH, WESNET and CHPA

In August 1999 a meeting was convened by the AFHO Board of Management to review the structure of the organisation.  Two decisions made at this meeting had significant financial implications for AFHO, NYCH, WESNET and CHPA, they are as follows:

· The sub-contracting arrangement between AFHO and the participating organisations would cease as of 31 December 2000.

· From 1 January 2000 new reduced ‘organisational resourcing’ arrangements between AFHO and each participating organisation would commence with each being allocated funds for the purpose of consulting with their constituencies, the outcomes of these consultations will drive the ongoing policy agenda of AFHO

The participating organisations will retain their individual incorporated status’s and will continue to seek project funding for issues related to their constituencies.

National Secretariat Program Review (NSP)

In June 2000 AFHO was notified by the Department of Family and Community Services that a review of the NSP would commence in July 2000.  As part of the review a discussion paper on future funding structures was released along with an invitation for organisations to submit responses to the discussion paper by 30 September 2000.  Findings and recommendations of the review are due to be released before December 2000.

An offer to extend the period of the 1999/00 contract until 31 December was received by and AFHO, after consultation with other services funded through the NSP, accepted.

A positive outcome for AFHO from the review would be the continuation of funding at the current level and preferably guaranteed for a period of greater than a year.  Ultimately however, an increase in the level of funding would provide AFHO with resources to be directed into other critical areas, such as improving the participation of homeless people in the work of the organisation. The allocation of adequate triennial funding by the government, would also alleviate some of the pressure that the organisation currently faces in developing and committing to long term strategic workplans. 

Auditors Report

A copy of the 1999/00 Auditors Report for the Australian Federation of Homelessness Organisations follows this report.

Arian Schaap

AFHO Treasurer 1999/00

